
 

 
 

1376 E. Ninth Street Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310 Ph. (575) 439-4220  
 

FEMA-038-2023 
May 17, 2023 
 
Re: Flood Insurance Rate Map Information 
 
The property located at 3102 Los Robles, Lot 364, Granada Hills 2 & 3, Alamogordo, Otero County, 
New Mexico, has been located on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for our community. The main building on the property is located in a 
Special Flood Hazard Area. (Base Flood Elevation not determined).  
 
Alamogordo’s community number: 350045 
The property is located on panel number: 0941 Suffix: D  
The date of the FIRM index: December 17, 2010 
The property is located in FIRM zone: A (Building and utilities must be 3’ above the highest adjacent 
grade per 13-03-020 for residential structures, Ordinance #1388 or 2’ above the highest adjacent 
grade if constructed before December 17, 2010) 
 
Enclosed is an elevation certificate for the referenced property.  A licensed surveyor, architect or 
engineer will need to certify the actual elevation of the building and a copy of the certificate 
returned to this office for our records.  Please be advised that City Code requires written 
certification that the elevation of the lowest floor of the structure is at or above the elevation specified 
in Section B (block B9) of the Elevation Certificate.  For non-residential structures only, flood-proofing 
is allowable below the required BFE or height, following FEMA requirements for flood-proofing 
(Technical Bulletin 2).  A flood-proofing certificate, certified by a registered professional engineer or 
architect, will be required along with the Elevation Certificate. 
 
Federal law requires that a flood insurance policy be obtained as a condition of a federally-backed 
mortgage or loan that is secured by the building.  It is up to the lender to determine whether flood 
insurance is required for a property.  Flood insurance is available in Alamogordo.  More information 
on flood insurance is attached.  

 
NOTE: This information is based on the current Flood Insurance Rate Map for the city.  This letter does 
not imply that the referenced property will or will not be free from flooding or damage.  A property not in a 
Special Flood Hazard Area may be damaged by a flood greater than that predicted on the FIRM or from a 
local drainage problem not shown on the map.  This letter is for informational purposes only.  This letter 
does not create liability on the part of the city, or any officer or employee thereof, for any damage that 
results from reliance on this information. 
 
If you need further assistance, please contact me at (575) 439-4220 (ext 4384) or via email at 
smcgranaghan@ci.alamogordo.nm.us.  Flood information and city ordinances are available on the city’s 
website https://ci.alamogordo.nm.us 
                                                                                            
Sincerely, 

 
Sean McGranaghan, 
Assistant City Planner 



FLOOD INSURANCE 
 
NFIP: Alamogordo participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  The NFIP makes 
federally backed flood insurance available for all buildings, whether they are in a floodplain or not.  Flood 
insurance covers direct losses caused by surface flooding, including an arroyo flowing over its banks, and 
local drainage problems. 
 
The NFIP ensures buildings, including mobile homes, with two types of coverage: structural and contents.  
Structural coverage is for the walls, floors, insulation, furnace, and other items permanently attached to 
the structure.  Contents coverage may be purchased separately provided the contents are in an insurable 
building. 
 
Mandatory Purchase Requirement: The mandatory purchase requirement applies to all forms of federal or 
federally related financial assistance for buildings located in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA).  This 
requirement affects loans and grants for the purchase, construction, repair, or improvement of any 
publicly or privately owned buildings in the SFHA, including machinery, equipment, fixtures, and 
furnishings contained in such buildings. 
 
Financial assistance programs affected include loans and grants from agencies such as the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, Farmers Home Administration, Federal Housing Administration, Small Business 
Administration, and Federal Emergency Management Agency.  The requirement also applies to secured 
mortgage loans from financial institutions, such as commercial lenders, savings and loan associations, 
savings banks, and credit unions that are regulated, supervised, or insured by Federal agencies such as 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the Office of Thrift Supervision.  It also applies to all 
mortgage loans purchased by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac in the secondary mortgage market. 
 
How it Works: Before a person can receive a loan or other financial assistance from one of the affected 
agencies or lenders, there must be a check (Map Determination) to see if the building is in a Special 
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA).  The SFHA is the base (100-year) floodplain mapped on a Flood Insurance 
Rate Map (FIRM).  It is shown as one or more zones that begin with the letter ‘A’ or ‘V’. 
 
Copies of the FIRMs are available for review at the public library, the Engineering Department at City Hall, 
the city’s website https://ci.alamogordo.nm.us/317/Flood-Information, and FEMA’s website 
https://msc.fema.gov/portal .  Many lenders and insurance agents also have copies.  It is the agency’s or 
the lender’s responsibility to check the FIRM to determine if the building is in an SFHA. 
 
If the building is in a SFHA, the agency or lender is required by law to require the recipient to purchase a 
flood insurance policy on the building.  The requirement is for structural coverage equal to the amount of 
the loan (or other financial assistance) or the maximum amount available, whichever is less.  The 
maximum amount available for a single-family house is $250,000. 
 
The mandatory purchase requirement does not affect loans or financial assistance for items that are not 
covered by a flood insurance policy, such as vehicles, business expenses, landscaping, and vacant lots.  
It does not affect loans for buildings that are not in the SFHA, even though a portion of the lot may be 
flood prone.  While not mandated by law, a lender may require a flood insurance policy as a condition of a 
loan for a property in any zone on a Flood Insurance Rate Map. 
 
 

https://ci.alamogordo.nm.us/
https://msc.fema.gov/portal
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